Anſweres cothbpentedes poprtdby: ano) 
His Majeſties Commiſſionare 1 (1 


rig edonly conhered with our ſelyes that fiotkifif in this 
'L Lwotldis fo pretious, and ought to be fo deare unto usas our Re- 
bgion, that the diſcaſcs of this Kirk after long toleration did threaten 
no leſſe then her owne ruine,and expiring of the trueth of Religion-ar 
laſt. And that a free getterall Aſſembly wasthe ordinatie remedie ap- 
ointed by divine guthoriticz and bleſſed by divine providence in o- 
ther Kirks, and after a ſpeciall manner in the Kirk of Scotland, Wee 
have oficn and earneſtly ſupplicated for the ſame; and have laboured to 
remove what was bieaed, or what we could conceive to bee any 
hinderance tothe obtaining of our deſire, like as wee have now for 
the ſame good end reſolved to returne this Anſwer to the particulars 
proponed to be perforined by us before an Aﬀſembly be indicted. 
The particulars proponed are either matters Eccleſiaſtick or cjvili: 
Eccleſiaſtick or kirk matters are, the firſt concerning Miniſters de- 
poſed or ſuſpended by the preſbyteries, fince the firſt of Februar lait 
without warrant of the Ordinar, that they be reponed to their own 
places. The ſecond.concerning Moderators of preſbytrys depoſed fince 
the forſaid day to be reponed, and all Moderators appointed by rhe 
laid preſbyterics without warrant. forſaid to deliſt from executing 
the office of Moderator. The third,anent Miniſters admitred ſince the 
. day forſaid,that they deſiſt from exerciſing the fundtion of the Miniſte- 
rie in that place to which they had beene admitted, _ Theſe three par- 
ticulars doe concerne the power, duetie and particular facts ors faults 
_ of preſbyteries, wherein wee have no power to judge and determine 
whcther they have lawfully proceeded or not, far Icſl can We urge.or 
Command them to altar or recall what they have determined or done, 
inthe ſuſpending, depoling or admitting of Miniſters or Moderators: 
they being properly tubjectio the ſuperiour Aſſemblies of the Kirk, 
and in this caſe and condition of the Kirk, to the genetall 'Aſembt; Y 
where if they ſhall not after tryall juſtifie their proceedings from the 
good warrants: of Scriptures: reaſon, and of the aQs and pradtiſes.of 
the Kirk, they ought ſuſtaine their own deſerved cenſure, And firce 
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Commiſſiohar-vill jor eſtteme thisto- brean hinderance of the in- 
diction of agenerall Aflembly : but cathera powerfull and principall 
. motive with ſpeed. toconveene the fame, as the proper judicatoric for 
determining ſuch dangerous and univerfall differences of the Kirke. 
Neither doe wee heare that avy Minſters are depoſed: but ſome on= 
ly ſuſpended" quring this #nterim', ll a''gencratl Afſembly for their 
errancous dottrine and flagitions life: ' $0 that it were moſt offenſive to 
God, diſgracefull ro Religion, and ſcandalous to the people to repone 
them to their phaces:till they be tryed and cenſured. Andconcerning 
Moderators none of them ('as we underſtand) are:depoſed; but ſome 
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only changed, which is very ordinary in this Kirk.” *- | 

The fourth, anent the teparipg of Parochincrs to their own Kirks, 
and that Elders aſſiſt their Minifter in the ditcipline of the Kirk ought 
ro bee cognoſced and judged by theparticular Preſbyrerie, to winch 
the Parochiners and clders are ſubject; fince the cauſe may bee ini tthe 
Miniſters .no lefſe then the parochiners attelders.” And incaſe 1hgy 
. . finde noredrefle there;to aſcend tl they cometo.agencratl Afſcmbly, 
the want whereof makes diſordets to be x oval. both in preſbyc.- 
ries and paroches. AF 4H | I 
To the ſixth, that Miniſters wajte upon their owne Kirks; and'thar 
none of them come tothe afſembly' or' place where the ſame'is keep- 

ed: but ſuchas ſhall be choſen Commiſſionars from pretbyreries. 
Wee anſwere , that none are to come to the place of the afſem- 
bly, but ſuch as are either allowed by commiſſion, or other-wiſe 
have ſuch intereſt as they can approve to his Majcltics Commiſſionar, 
and the Aſſembly conveened. | Sans - Ap: 
To the ſeventh, anent the appointing of Moderators of prefbyte= 
ries to be Commiſſionars to the generall aſſembly: only conſtant -Mc- 
deracours who ceaſed long 1ince, were found inthe aſlembly 1606. 
( which yet was never reputed by this Kirk to be a lawfull nationall af- 
ſembly )co be neceſſarie members of 'a'generall aſſembly. And if both 
' the Moderators. Who ifthey be neceſlirie members need notto bee 
' choſen; and © the choſen Commiſhonars repare to the aſſembly : 
*the Aſſembly ir {elf can judge beft of the entuabers where-of it ought 
he coins, TT IT IRR ge ln 02D eta ty 4 
 Tothe nynth, that no laick whatſoever meddle with the chooſing 
of Commiſſionars for the -preſbyreries, and no Miniſter withour his 
owne preſbytgrie : Wee ſay that according to thy order of the Kirk 
Ka | Se 


None but Miniſters and Elders of Kirks 'oughtto have voice in choo- 
ſing Commiſſionars for preſbyreries: And that no Miniſter or | Elder 
ought to have voice:n ele&ion, but in his own pteſbyterie, 1! 4 

- The reft of the particulars are civil matters, -agthe-fifth, anent 
'the paying ofthe-rexrsqnd: ſtipendsof. Biſhops:ahd Miniſters: -Con- 
-cerning- which wee! canfay no farther bur that the Lawes are patent 
forthe as others his Majeft:es fhbjects.. And that the generall aflem- 
'bly ought norto be delayed uponrany complaine of that kinde,*! {:-: > 

_ Theeight; requiring that Biſhops-and other: Miniſters may bee 


ſecuredin”thetx pecſbns: !We thinke ſq. reaſonable; rhat-wey will pro- 


miſe everis one off ug:foronr own parts they! thallduffer no violente 
from'us, and- ſhall kinder others 1o "far 4s: we-may; andif any trouble 
them otherwite, or make-them. any kinds of-mgleftation intharatren- 
dance,'cxcept by orderof:Laws he partipearultty punifhable-gt- 
co: ding tothe degtie;of- theirtaulras otherifibjycts- are; {£12 {1-7 
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ings and the peaccablcnefie: ofthe Comic? Theldmectings'boing 
keeped for no other: end,. butfor:confalfing abour lawful Frmedies 
againſt {tich prefling grievances arithreateh th@ddobkgionef xivs Kick 
aid Stare; cantior be diſlobvediyll the ovitzbe rdainoensrriapwcardt 
thar nothing in theſe our-nitetings hath eſcapetinney Wwhilehiearrich 
in it the ſmalleſt appearance of unduerifulneſſe, or which may ſeeme 
ro tend to the breach of the common peace ; Bur although our adver- 
faries have heerein calumniated us, yet we have alwayes ſo behaved 
our ſclyes as beſeemed his Majeſties moſt humble and loyall ſubjes, 
x etitioning his Majeſte for alegall tedrefle of our juſt grievances. 

To the laſt, concerning the Covenant: the Commiſſioner his G. 
having many times and moſt inſtantly preſſed us with that point. We 
did ficit by invincible rgafeng-make mavite ft that we could nor with- 
our ſinning againſt God and.qur con{ciences; and without wrong done 
to this nationall Kirk! and the poſteritie, 'reſeinde or alter the fame. 
And thereafter did at length-Tleaxe the fame of all unlawfull combi- 
nation againſt authority by. our laſt. Supplication & declaration, which 
his Majeſties Commiſſtqnar; accepteias themoft readie and power- 
full of all other meanes which eould'come within the compaſle of our 
thoughts to give his Majeſtic fatisfaRtion. ''Fhe Subſcription ofthis our 


Conteſſionof Faith and Covenant, being an act fo evidently tending. 
to the gloric of God, the Kings hgnour, and happingfle of the King- 
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-  dofne. And havibg-alteadie proven fo comfortable to 8 in the in- 
ward-of out:hearws:-It'is or ardent and conſtant-defires:and heartie 


Fa with that both: his :Majeſtics! and all. his good. Subjects. may. bee par- 
G takers of the fame comfort. Like: as we. finde ourſelves bound by 
. conſcience and'by the Covetian it ſelfe ro perſwade allhisMajcſties 


good Subje&s' to joyne with us for the goodof Rel;gion, his Maje- 
_ - Ries honour, and the quyctneſle of the Kingdome, which being mo- 
deftly uſed by us withour prefling or. threatning of themeaneſt, wee 
- hope ſhallnevergivehisMijctiic the leaft cauſe of diſcontent. | 
_ Secing therefore according to our pawer and intereſt wee are moſt 
willing to remove all hinderances, that things: may bee Carried. jn a 
peaceable manner worthie of our profeſlion and Covenant, doe ayme 
. at nothing;butithe good of /the Kingdome, and preſervation of the 
Kirk, which by .confumption and combuſtion is like to bee deipe- 
Tately diſcaſcd,; except Femedic ſome way be ſpeedily provided; and 
. delight to uſe no ather meanes butiuch' as are legall- and haye beene 
ordinarie in this Kirk- finec the reformation , We are confident that 
withour further delay for! preventing of greater evills and milcries 
than wee can-exprefie,Qur juſt defires-ſhall bee granted; So ſhall we 
i bec incauraged.in the peaceof our ſoulcs ftill to pray for his Majeſtic 
all encreaſe of true honour and happineſle. | 
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